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Performance notes
Three types of musical material are used in this piece: (1) vowels, (2) consonants and (3) words.

(1) Vowels: A total of 11 vocalic sounds notated in IPA symbols:

/i/ as heed /®/ as cat /u/ as prune
/1/ as hid /a/ as spa /u/ as put
/e/ as made />/ as dog /n/ as love
/€/ as head /o/ as hope

(2) Consonants: 25 consonant sounds notated in IPA symbols:

/p/ as pay (voiceless bilabial
plosive)

/b/ as bay (voiced bilabial
plosive)

/m/ as may (voiced bilabial nasal)

/t/ as tie (voiceless alveolar
plosive)

/d/ as die (voiced alveolar
plosive)

/n/ as no (voiced alveolar nasal)

/k/ as cake (voiceless velar
plosive)

/g/ as go (voiced velar plosive)

/n/ as sing (voiced velar nasal)

/f/ as fee (voiceless labiodental
fricative)

/v/ as vow (voiced labiodental
fricative)

/s/ as so (voiceless alveolar
fricative)

/z/ as zoo (voiced alveolar
fricative)

/8/ as thigh (voiceless dental
fricative)

/8/ as they (voiced dental
fricative)

/f/ as show (voiceless
postalveolar fricative)

/3/ as jacques (voiced
postalveolar fricative)

/tJ/ as church (voiceless
palatoalveolar affricate)

/d3/ as judge (voiced postalveolar
affricate)

/1/ as lie (voiced alveolar
lateral)

/J/ as rye (voiced alveolar
approximant)

/j/ as yes (voiced palatal
approximant)

/w/ as weigh (voiced labialvelar
approximant)

/h/ as hay (voiceless glottal
fricative)

/r/ as rapido (Spanish) (voiced
alveolar trill)



(3) Stochastic imaginary words: non-lexical vocables. E.G.:

pedobor tetrasupraious telepalaeor preteredious,

idiostentomy extraminand hyperprostomy unioctavand.

Vowels' should be clearly articulated on the indicated pitch and sustained for the complete duration of the note. Subtle

differences between similar phonemes -e.g., /a/ and /A/ or /3/ and /o/ should be emphasized. A dashed arrow indicates a
transition between two, otherwise, they should be sustained for the duration of the note.
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According to the type of voicing -voiced or voiceless- and manner of articulation -plosives or other-, consonants can be

sung pitched or not. When pitched, they are to be sung in the notated pitch for the corresponding duration, sustaining
its articulatory configuration.

In some cases, a figure has been added above that should give a reference for the shape of lips when pronouncing that
consonant and subsequents, until a different figure indicates a different shape. A dashed line between two figures
indicates a transition between lip shapes, but the consonant sound remains the same. When indicated, a consonant with
non-notated lip shape vowel above should use the lip shape of a neutral vowel /a/ (schwa):

11n case of doubt on the pronunciation of any sound -consonant or vowel-, please refer to www.internationalphoneticalphabet.org.
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simil /a/ @
simil /u/ @

{EE} = closed mouth, simil /m/ {EE} - simil /v/ or /f/

wide open simil /a/

©

simil /i/

Unvoiced fricative sustained sounds are notated with an ‘x’ (s’s, f’s, h’s), etc.- and are to be sung with no pitch,
sustaining the correspondent articulatory configuration. An accent on the sounds /t[/ and /d3/ indicates that the t and
d in each case should be clearly articulated.

E.G., fricative sounds, with indication of transitive lip shape:
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Plosives (voiced and unvoiced) are sung as percussive staccatos with ‘x’ noteheads -b’s, g’s, p’s, k’s, t’s and d’s. In
order to create some degree of difference between voiced and unvoiced sounds, it is recommended to add some air to voiced
sounds (b, g and d), and articulate unvoiced sounds (p, k and t) almost as clicks. Other strategies for differentiating
them are also possible, although it’s understood that they will sound very similar.



E.G., plosives, with indication of transitive lip shape:
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Other consonants such as nasals, lateral, approximants and trills should be sung on its notated pitch, sometimes, the
lip shape symbols is provided, otherwise they should be sung using a neutral lip shape.

E.G., nasals, lateral, approximants and trills, with indication of transitive lip shape:

General character marks: For each section, some indication of character has been added. These are somewhat evocative but
not totally descriptive, thus are generally open to interpretation for each ensemble.

Whispers: Should be uttered as stage whispers, a slightly voiced sound halfway between whispering and speech. Rhythm is
not exact.

Spoken: Should be uttered with theatrical voice, the rhythm is approximate. Two types of spoken voice are required: In
the first one, three staff lines indicate an overall prosody or intonation contour. In the second one, a type of monotonic
or robotic spoken is required. An indetermined middle-register pitch should be chosen and sustained over the whole
passage.



spoken with three lines indicating
monotonic spoken

overall prosody contour (low, middle, high)
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Sprechgesang: Halfway between spoken and sung. Pitch and rhythm are only approximate.
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be around the lowest reachable part of the register. In some cases, a

Vocal fry: The pitch is relative and should
dashed arrow indicates a gradual transition into it.
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Dedicated to the Vocal Ensemble "Tabula Rasa"
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*: lip shapes should be sustained until a new one is indicated or until a dashed arrow starts a transition from one to another
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this section should sound as scattered words
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* Every consonant in this section should be articulated with a neutral lips shape

except when indicated by a specific shape symbol
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